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CONPIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 3037 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET SOCI 
SUBJECT: GALEA TROUBLE 

REF: ADDIS 2952 PARA 5 

1 . REPORTS PILTERING INTO ADDIS BEGINNING TO SUGGEST FAIRLY EX- 
TENSIVE PATTERN OF DISTURBANCES LAST PEW DAYS IN SOUTHERN SHOA 
INVOLVING ATTACKS BY GALEA TRIBESMEN ON RURAL PROPERTIES, INCLUD- 
ING ARSON AND SLAUGHTER OP LIVESTOCK. WE ALSO HEAR, BUT HAVE YET 
TO CONPIRM, ABOUT ATTACKS ON INDIVIDUALS. IN THE CONTEXT THEY 
SEEM LIKELY. 

2. DETAILS ON SPECIPICS ARE STILL PRAGMENTARY. IT CLEAR, 

HOWEVER, THAT GAI.LAS HAVE BURNED (ARMENIAN-OWNED) "BISHOPTU 
PARMS ", SLAUGHTERING LIVESTOCK; NAZARETH AND AWASH STATION AREAS 
"TENSE" ALTER "INCIDENTS" APPARENTLY RELATING TO EFPORTS GALEA 
TENANTS REOCCUPY LAND PROM WHICH THEY HAD ALLEGEDLY BEEN EVICTED: 
AMHARA CHARCOALERS ALONG AREA MAIN ROADS BEING RUN OFP BY BELLI- 
GERENT GALLAS; EXTRA POLICE PROTECTION BEING APPORDED AT LEAST 
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SOME BUSINESSMEN IN AREA (E.G., ELIDCO), AS WELL AS GAS AND POLICE 
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STATIONS IN BELATI; FRENCH/ARMENIAN FARM TAKEN OVER BY WOLAMO 
WORKERS WHO HOLDING DIRECTOR AND WIFE HOSTAGE "UNTIL THEIR SALARY 
DEMANDS (MINIMUM WAGE) MET." 

3. SECURITY SERVICES HAVE CONFESSED TO CONSIDERABLE CONCERN OVER 
SCOPE AND IMPLICATIONS THESE DISTURBANCES SHOULD THEY PERSIST. 

THEY ALLEGE EVIDENCE THAT HSIU STUDENTS INSTIGATING PROVOCATIONS 
IN ZUNI, LANGANO AND ADDIS ENVIRONS. ITALIAN AMBASSADOR VOLUN- 
TEERED TO POL COUNSELOR HIS WORRIES, WHICH SAID TO BE SPREADING 
AMONG FOREIGN PROPERTY OWNERS AND BUSINESSMEN IN ETHIOPIA, WHO 
SEE RECENT POLITICAL UNREST BODING ILL FOR THEIR INTERESTS HERE. 

4. COMMENT: INCIDENTS MAY REPRESENT INITIAL REACTION BY RURAL 
ELEMENTS TO URBAN POLITICAL FLUX OF LAST FEW WEEKS. lEG WILL HAVE 
TO MOVE FAST TO CONTAIN/DEFUSE SITUATION AND TO REASSURE BOTH 
ETHIOPIANS AND FOREIGNERS THAT IT IS ABLE DO SO. IT APPEARS THAT 
IMPRESSION GAINING GROUND lEG HAS RPT HAS ALREADY AGREED TO VERY 
SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN MINIMUM WAGE. (CF ADDIS 2676). IF THIS 
IMPRESSION IS INDEED WIDELY HELD BY WORKERS, THERE MAY BE MORE 
TROUBLE WHEN FACTS FINALLY COME CLEAR. 

WYMAN 
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